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Editorial
The papers contained in this special issue have been selected from the presentations to the 20th anniversary edition of
the Annual Symposium on Combinatorial Pattern Matching (CPM) held on June 22–24, 2009, in Lille, France.
Started in 1990 as a summer school with about thirty invited participants, CPM became today a well-known international
symposium. Principally motivated by combinatorial algorithms for search problems in strings (texts, sequences), the scope
of CPM extends to more complex data structures such as trees, graphs, two-dimensional arrays or integer vectors. Works
presented to CPM contain a rich collection of algorithmic techniques and data structures, making bridges to other parts of
the theory of discrete algorithms and algorithm engineering. Today, the area of combinatorial pattern matching is a well-
identiﬁed active subﬁeld of algorithmic research. It is cross-fertilized with numerous application domains including data
compression, computational biology, internet search, data mining, information retrieval, coding, natural language processing,
pattern recognition, music analysis, and others.
The general organization and orientation of the CPM conferences is coordinated by a Steering Committee composed of
Alberto Apostolico, Maxime Crochemore and Zvi Galil.
In 2009, CPM celebrated its 20th anniversary. To mark this event, all Program Committee (co-)chairs of the previous
editions of CPM have been invited to serve on the 2009 Program Committee. This resulted in a committee of 31 members
including many prominent researchers of the area.
The papers published in this issue are extended versions, or in some cases considerably revised and completed versions
of conference abstracts, published in volume 5577 of the Lecture Notes of Computer Science series. These papers went
through a stringent refereeing procedure in order to fulﬁll the high standards of the Journal of Discrete Algorithms. Out of
14 papers submitted to this issue, 10 have been ﬁnally accepted for publication, often after important revisions suggested
by the referees. We would like to thank all referees whose excellent work has contributed to the quality of the papers
presented in this issue.
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